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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Imitation is, allegedly, one of society's finest forms of 
flattery. We often see it in retail markets and, in our sport,  
in motorcycles. Try to distinguish between a Kawasaki 
Vulcan Classic and a Harley Softail from 200 feet and 
you'll see what I mean. Imitation has become a mark of 
success for the imitated. 
As our club progresses, we have no auditors, no 
inspectors, no evaluations, nor tests by which to 
determine our success. Our evaluation has been limited to 
the feedback we receive from our members and our trial 
- and - error method of exploring new activities. I don't 
believe any of us ever thought we would ever be cloned, 
imitated, copied, or used as an example to others in our 
sport. 
I recently received a phone call from a very respected old 
friend of mine from Savannah, GA, John Owens. John 
called to pass on his compliments on the last issue of 
ROAR I sent him. He complimented the articles written by 
Terry and Alicia Kumro and indicated that he'd like to put 
on a door to door ride like we do, with his club. He has 
also passed on some of our safety articles to his members. 
This was an old, experienced biker from Savannah, GA 
folks! 
Last month, I got an e-mail from another old riding buddy 
out in Los Angles CA. He had visited our web site and 
liked the setup and how well it portrayed the club as well 
as the information it provided. He was using some of our 
ideas for his own web site. This is a rider from Los Angles, 
CA! 
The Monday following our last Safety Seminar, I ,got an e-
mail, and a subsequent call, from a rider in Billings, MT 
who saw our Safe Seminar listed on the Activities page 
of our web site. e was the Safety Director for his cldb 
and was researching other clubs to see what they teach. 
He claimed we were the only club he found so tar who 
listed safety classes. I agreed to send him an outline of our 
course. This, all the way from Montana! 
Way up in New Hampshire is another old riding friend 
of mine, Zeke Poe. Zeke called to ask for a copy of our 
current Activities Calendar. (I previously sent him last 
year's calendar.) I asked him what he needed it for and he 
informed me that he was going to put his club's name on 
and use it for their rides this year. That's Colebrook, New 
Hampshire folks. 120 miles from Quebec, Canada! 
Now I gotta believe that, if we have riders in Georgia 
interested in ROAR, our web site being cloned in 
California, our Safety Seminar in use in Montana and 
our Activities Calendar being used in New Hampshire, 
we're doing something right. If nothing else, we're help-
ing to spread the joy and excitement ol our sport among 
other riders across this great nation. 
Are we flattered? You bet your bars we are! It's a tribute 
and a compliment to every member who ever contributed 
to our club by volunteering, by participating, by serving, 
by recommending, or just by caring_ enough to comment 
on something. Thanx to every one of you but...here's your 
challenge...keep it up and let's continue to make it a 
better club year after year. One that sets the example and 
leads the way across the nation. Who said we were a local 
club anyway? 
Let'sRoll! 

Traveler 

WHAT COULD BE BETTER!! 
Submitted by: Sherry Bossard 

Moving the bike out of storage is always an exciting 
time for me. Planning runs and anticipating long, hot 
days of good riding helps me to endure the 
remaining days of our too long winter season. As 
much as I complain about living in a climate that 
limits sunny, warm outdoor activity year round; there 
is that wonderful anticipation that builds. Just knowing 
that the days will be warmer and longer gives me 
reason to celebrate. Planning rides that will take me 
on adventurous destinations, and assuring myself 
that even if it rains I will endure with full rain gear 
knowing that the season for good riding will be all 
too short. 

As the temperaure climbs and the streets are wiped 
clean with the spring rains, I'm checking to make 
sure my chaps aren't too snug and that my jacket 
covers some of the winter fluff that I have accumulated 
(I still manage to smile despite this harrowing 
discovery). I know that a summer on my bike is all I 
need to get myself in good working order. 

During the 60's my 50cc Honda introduced me to 
the freedom and pure joy of riding. During the 70's 
my 175cc Honda was my only transportation to 
work and to school. Chicago winters are horrendous 
and I can still remember dreaming of being able to 
afford a car with a good heater. In those days I 
wasn't riding for pleasure, but for necessity. During 
the 80's I stepped up to a 250cc Yamaha Route 66. 
I thought I had finally arrived! Having afforded a 
good car with heat, I was ready to ride just for the 
fun of it. Now, I have comfortably settled in with my 
Honda 600 Shadow. I ride to enjoy the thrills the 
open road provides me. 

I look forward to long rides with spring breezes and 
the good smells of an approaching summer. It just 
doesn't get any better than that! 
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OUAI NAIL TRAILER 

SINGLE RAIL TRAILER 

10320 MAIN STREET 	RICHMOND, IL 60071 
815-678-4200 

TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 
Vice President 	Rik Lowry 	 847/284-1111 

(lowryhogan@aol.com) 
Treasurer 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 	 847/381-5357 

(jheniff@yahoo.com) 
Secretary 	Ken "Hawkee" Glassman 	 847/394-0326 

(ihawkeye50 	aol.com) 
Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 	 847/732-2767 

(carlbender@aol.com) 
Past President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 

(glax@hotmail.com) 
Director 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 

vern693@aol.com  
Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 

Ibboand(a,fedex.com) 
Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 

(aliciakumr@aol.com) 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: wwvv.topcats.org  HOTLINE: (847) 622-3501 e-mail: topcats mcc@hotImail.com  

NEXT MEETING: May 1, 2001 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim "Taz" Krepel (windy@dls.net ) 	815/459-9345 
Charity Ride 	Bernie Weiss (gottobl@ioLcom) 	 847/831-5393 
Membership 	Joe Rabanus (PureBrass@,aoLcom) 	630/377-6686 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (phan42442@aoLcom) 	847/382-4269 
Products 	Alicia Munro (aliciakuma(aiaoLcom) 	847/639-4009 
Communications 	John Lunde (mongerl@hotmail.com) 	815/459-2488 
Roar 
Website 
Hotline 
Safety 	Wayne "Trawlet" Kirkpatridc(wldrkpa177@aoLcom) 847/854-4137 

Terry "Lizard" Kumro (aliciakumr@aol.com) 847/639-4009 
Ric Case (ric.I.case@alac.ameritec.com ) 	847/363-1542 

Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com) 	847/438-4998 
Volunteer 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax (glax@hohnatcom) 	847/438-5236 
Webmaster 	Rick Bremer (cbremer@cusd220Jake.k12.1us) 	847/382-6143 
HOTLINE 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (mowmanl3@aoLcom) 847-537-8989 

G- LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(847) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	GEORGE J. LAX 

HEATING 
	 CELL # (847) 533-5236 

HUMIDIFICATION 
	 P.O. BOX 725 

SHEET METAL 
	 LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

VANDVS 
Kendon Stand-Up 

Trailers 
in stock - ready for delivery 

77-5526 reg. $1795 
TOPCATS PRICE $1599 

77-5525 reg. $1449 
TOPCATS PRICE $1249 

JUST IN TIME FOR 
DAYTONA ! 

11013 Route 47 
Huntley, ll. 60142 
847-669-0256 

Fax 847-669-0772 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL Page 2 



GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK ! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

GOLD WIN 

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines IL 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 

.DPLIONDA.COM 

TOP CATS 
DOOR COUNTY RIDE 

June 8, 9, 10 (and 11 optional) 

DEPARTURE SCHEDULES 
Early Departure Friday 6/8 at 9:00 a.m. (sharp!) from Market Place Shopping Center at Route 59 & 
Kelsey Road (meet at White Hen). Late Departure Friday 6/8 at 3:00 p.m. (sharp!) from the Allstate 
Headquarters at Sanders and Willow Roads. 

RIDE PLAN 
Friday 6/8: (Early Departure only) tour scenic back roads through Kettle Morraine County to Ephriam 
in Door County, with group dinner after arrival check-in. 
Saturday 6/9: ride to Washington Island (via ferry boat). Group Banquet Saturday night at Eagle 
Harbor Inn, Ephriam ($35.05 per person). 
Sunday 6/10: morning shopping (with discounts at Hide Side Leathers) and ride home (or afternoon 
scenic ride in Upper Door County for those leaving Monday). 
Optional Monday 6/11: morning more shopping and afternoon scenic ride home through East Door 
County and via 143 (lunch stop at Route 43 Harley - Davidson). 

RESERVATIONS 
Lodging is available at the Eagle Harbor Inn in Ephriam [(920) 854 -2121] at rates per night (dou-
ble occupancy), as follows: 1-bedroom suite = $145 ($119 Sunday), 2-bedroom suite = $179 ($159 
Sunday); rooms in B&B w/private bath = $89 to $169. All suites have living/dining room, fireplace and 
jacuzzi. All B&B rooms include breakfast; for suites, breakfast is an optional extra. Fitness Center and 
indoor pool are complimentary. Dining room serves breakfast. 

CALL NOW FOR RESERVATIONS, we cannot hold blocked suites/rooms after 4/1. 
For alternative lodging near Eagle Harbor Inn, call the Door County Chamber of Commerce [(800) 
527-3529]. 

REQUIRED! NOTIFY YOUR ROAD CAPTAIN TO REGISTER FOR THE RIDE 
Early Departure Road Captain: Jordy Glazov (847)526-4196; jeglazov@excite.com  
Late Departure Road Captain: Ric Case (847) 363-1542; riccase@ameritech.net  

We need Names (rider and passenger), Lodging Place, Nights Lodging. 
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Let us do your next Pig Roast 
Mention this ad for FREE  appetizer 
with any two dinner entree's 

666 main St. Lake Zurich 847-726-2272 

`TOP CATS' BEHAVIOR 
by Bard Boand 

A 93 year old man, who's known me all my life, once said: " My 
son, the most important thing you will ever OWN in your 
lifetime, and beyond, is YOUR REPUTATION!" Very profound 
isn't it? 

Whether it's a father lecturing to his son, or a proud member of 
an elite motorcycle gang of professionals, talking to his bros, the 
meaning is the same as organizations, like individuals, have 
reputations too. Now, think about it, when you go into a bar, a 
hotel, a restaurant, representing yourself as a Top Cat, what kind 
of impression do you leave? 

* Are you crude and vulgar to the lady sitting next to you at the 
bar? 

* Do you Tip appropriately? (generously) 

* If your food order gets messed up, do you question the poor 
waitresses heritage and spit your food on the floor? 

* What about the graphics and verbiage on the t-shirts you wear 
into nice places who have the Top Cats welcome mat out? 

I bring these questions up, for several reasons: 

1. We work very hard to find top rated hotels and restaurants that 
we hope will welcome us back year after year. Whether its the 
Hotel Alex Johnson in Rapid City S.D, The Radisson in 
Davenport IA, the Duck City Bistro, also in Davenport, or 
O'Trainaes in Wauconda, it isn't easy to find nice places for 
motorcycle clubs to meet, eat and stay. So PLEASE, conduct 
yourself as though our invited return is based SOLELY on YOUR 
own personal behavior, attitude and generosity, because most 
times, IT IS! 

2. Over the past few years, I have witnessed a few situations which 
have left Top Cats with a less than desirable image. I don't wish to 
observe any repeat performances, and suggest we all police 
ourselves, and our fellow members in issues of acceptable Top 
Cats' behavior, as well as the ways of Emily Post. 

3. PRIDE... When you wear the Top Cats' patch, or are seen in 
the company of fellow Top Cats, you should be proud of who you 
are, and the organization you represent. This same 93 year old 
man I referred to in the beginning of this article also once 
advised: " You are known by the company you keep"....so, I call 
on all of you to BEHAVE like a Top Cat should, and represent 
our club with the elite professional standards and courtesies we 
believe in. 

Is there some hypocrisy here?....well maybe occasionally, but the 
author is still never too old to take a lesson from a wiser old 
man.... 

Knuff said 

The Judge. 

What's The Message Board? 
By John Lunde 

For those of you who haven't checked out the website in the 
past month or so, you'll see some changes. Though getting 
information there as fast as we would like is still an obstacle at 
the present, there are now some tools that can let YOU help to 
disseminate information. We now have a working message 
board. What's a message board you ask? Simple, it's your direct 
line through our website to the invaluable information that all 
the Top Cats can provide to one another. We have two distinct 
forums: TECHNICAL and GENERAL. 

The TECHNICAL Board should be self-explanatory. Lets say 
you are searching for an answer about jetting your bike after 
making pipe modifications? Post your question and others can 
reply with what worked or didn't work for them. As a Metric 
Cruiser owner myself, I have found these boards a valuable 
resource for information where limited after-market sources 
are limited. Just remember to use the information as a source 
and not as the definitive answer. Check with your favorite 
wrench about the validity of what you learn. This will allow us 
to pool our knowledge as a club to help all. Just remember, 
when you post a question to list the Year, Make, Model and 
Displacement of the motorcycle in question. 

The GENERAL Board is used for scheduling last minute rides 
and activities. You can post that you're going out for a ride and 
where you'll meet and other particulars. Others can post their 
interest and then the dialogue is created. Try this out; I think 
you'll like it. 

Now the bad news, with the sudden occurrence of dot-corns 
disappearing faster than our promised tax refunds, we where 
forced to change our provider for the board service. This is a 
FREE SERVICE and the cost is inconvenience in the logon 
process. You will be required to register if you want to post or 
reply to an article. This process is simple; if you like, limit your 
responses or simply make them up (i.e. Name, Address, etc.). 
Your e-mail address MUST be accurate though, since the 
service will e-mail you and you will need to respond before 
access is granted. If you have any questions about this, please 
contact me and I will try to help you through the process. 

If we use these boards as they are intended, we can help one 
another with questions, both on and off our scooters. 
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) b261199 
110 South Main Street Wauconda, IL. 60084 

HULDEN 

GRAPHICS 
C -0 -R -P -0 -Ft -A -T -I -0 -N 

From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010 • 847-382-3474 

Cruiserworks Cruiserboots 
by Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

Motorcycle boots, ideally, have to perform several 
functions.They must look good and have durable uppers 
so that the shift peg doesn't wear a hole in them.The sole 
must provide good traction for low speed maneuvers and 
for pushing the bike around parking lots. They have to be 
waterproof for those times that you get caught in the rain. 
You'd like them to be warm, but not allow your feet to 
perspire. And last, but certainly not least, you want them 
to be comfortable to walk in, since you'll probably spend 
more time walking in them than riding in them. 

Recently I tested a pair of boots that brought together all 
of those features, and more, in one stylish package. 
Cruiserboots, by Cruiserworks are my feet's new best 
friends. Like many good motorcycle products,Cruiserboots 
were born out of the frustration of 2 bikers, Beth and 
Allen Veach, who couldn't get the right combination of 
form and function for their own riding boots. So, they 
decided to make their own. Good for them, and good for 
all motorcyclists. 

They started with the classic look of the 50's two-buckle 
"Engineer" boot, but added modern technology for 
comfort and performance. The premium full grain leather 
has the waterproofing "tumbled" into it, rather than 
sprayed on to it. Not only will that process last indefinitely 
with proper care, it also allows the leather to breathe. 
Many other boots will allow the leather to get soaked, 
and keep your feet dry by having a waterproof liner. 
Unfortunately, that can make the soaked boots feel like 
they weigh 10 pounds each, and make your feet perspire 
and feel clammy inside the boot. 

Cruiserboots' outsoles are made of nitrile elastomer, for 
long lasting wear and the v-grip sole provides great 
traction. The uppers and outsoles are bonded together 
with polyurethane, so there is no stitched seam for water 
to penetrate. The shock resistant footbed and styrene toe 
guard are designed for light weight and comfort. And 
unlike steel shanks and toe guards, they don't conduct 
cold or heat that will chill your feet in winter or bake them 
in summer. 

Inside, the boots are lined with Dri-Lex a soft comfortable 
fabric that wicks moisture away. A removable and 
washable Poliyou air insole is a soft springy cushion that 
breathes, and also controls odors and bacteria. 

The boot measures 11" tall and they're easy to pull on 
with the handy bootstrap and expandable gusset at the 
top. The low 5/8" heel makes it comfortable for walking, 
and easy to move around a floorboard or foot peg. Their 
light weight made them easy to spend all day in. Traction 
on pavement, and loose gravel was excellent. My feet 
didn't perspire at all. And they were noticeably better than 
my cowboy boots at reducing vibration from the foot 
pegs. Riding 40 minutes in a steady rain, didn't faze 
them a bit, and standing in ankle deep water in my bath 
tub for 15 minutes didn't allow any leaks or moisture. (It 
made my wife giggle, however) 

Cruiserboots come in 2 styles for men: the "Classic" (two 
buckle style), and the "Tour", (without buckles). Both cost 
$209 plus shipping and handling, and the men's models 
come in medium and wide width (the Tour model is also 
available in narrow width). The "Lady Rider" style costs 
$179 plus shipping and handling, and comes in medium 
width. The boots can be purchased on the web at 
www.cruiserworks.com  or by calling 1-800-955-1187. 
Don't worry about ordering boots by mail without first 
trying them on. Just follow their sizing directions, and 
you'll be fine. And, customer-friendly Cruiserworks will 
happily refund or exchange any boot that you order, for 
any reason. Say's Beth Veach, "Eventually, we'd like 
every rider in the country to enjoy our boots. That will be 
a long journey for us, so we just take it one foot at a 
time!" 
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CripptCreillt 
HEADWEAR 

BASEBALL CAP WITH GENUINE PYTHON VISOR. 
NATURAL OR ORANGE PYTHON $59.95 + 4.95 S&H 
10% DISCOUNT TO TOPCAT MEMBERS 

THIS IS NOT AN AUTHORIZED H.D. PRODUCT.* YOU MUST SUPPLY 
PATCH OF YOUR CHOICE & WE DO THE REST* 

CALL FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
847-381-9490 

Rallies, Rallies, Rallies... 
By Traveler 

Major rallies are springing up in direct 
correlation to the exploding growth of our 
sport. While Daytona and Sturgis were two 
of the original big rallies, we now have a 
choice between the annual Laconia, Sturgis, 
Loughton, Scottsdale, Milwaukee, and two 
Daytona rallies. In order of attendance, 
Sturgis remains the grandfather of all rallies 
followed by Daytona Bike Week, Laconia, 
Loughton, Biketoberfest,Milwaukee, and 
Scottsdale. How do you choose? Research 
it! Check the internet, talk to fellow riders, 
read periodicals and, most importantly, talk 
to someone who has been there and knows 
your riding preferences. If you blindly ride to 
a rally, don't expect sympathy over your 
disappointment. Example, in order of atten-
dance and rated on a 1 - 10 scale: 

Sturgis. Ups: Best terrain, sites, and riding. 
Great accommodations. Great concerts. 
Excellent forum for camaraderie. Well organized. 
International attendees. Most displays/vendors 
of any rally. Downs: Crowded. Weather ranging 
from really hot to cold and wet. Expensive 
accommodations. Obscenity laws (As in 
"Show us your triceps!!"). 
Rating: 9 

Daytona Bike Week. Ups: Usually nice weather. 
Great selection of custom bikes. World's 
best professional racing venue. Moderate 
selection of vendors. Good selection of "Old" 
biker bars. Downs: All night loud pipes. 
Yuppie crowd. Most partying. No great 
areas to ride to. Expensive accommodations. 
Events not well organized, little unity 
between event organizers. No more beach 
riding. Weak concerts. Too far from Key West. 
Rating: 6 

Laconia. Ups: Well organized. Plenty of 
events. Good concerts. Great local riding 
areas. Good racing circuit. Downs: Cool to 
cold weather. Crowded. Aggressive cops. 
Over priced accommodations. Rating: 7 

Loughton. Ups: Variety of motorcycles 
attending. Obscenity laws not enforced. 
Great crowd. Great weather. Best concerts. 
Good local riding areas. Reasonable 
accommodations. Downs: Californians. 
Street racing. Drunken riders. Lax cops. 
Drugs. Rating: 3 

Biketoberfest (Daytona). Ups. Somewhere 
to ride to in October. Cheaper than Bike 
Week. Less crowded. Same vendors as 
Bike Week. Downs: Same as Bike Week 
but cooler weather. Rating: 4 

Milwaukee. Ups: Close to home. Good H-
D product displays. Great hotels. Factory 
tours. Downs: Harley only. Mediocre 
concerts. Expensive accommodations. 
Unreliable weather. Not many activities. 
Rating: 2 

Scottsdale. Ups: New rally. Great organization. 
Events coordinated. Moderate crowds. 
Cross section of bikes / bikers. Good 
weather. Nice local riding. Good concerts. 
Good cops. Downs: Locals are thieves -
everything is expensive. New rally that 
will probably outgrow the town. Rating: 5 

Top three rallies....Sturgis, Laconia, 
Scottsdale. If you want to ride and party, 
go to Sturgis. If you want to ride, go to 
Laconia. If you just want to party, go to 
Daytona Bike Weak. Now, don't believe 
any of the above. Research it, select your 
rallies, attend them, then...let your fellow 
riders know how good or bad they were. 

Page 6 



THE 

41BW711-41EIWAIPUIZIAIVAIS'S 
SUZUKI. 

PRICE $$$ $$$ 

VV-JR © 	 STOPN©1110 

ta 
tACIP111 

Ale4lhir 	AlraP 1=PIIWAr 	.S" 
LA/(E 1/71.1-4, 

agarja.": 	 
EST. 1969 

847-356-3000 
THE MIDWEST'S LARGEST RECREATIONAL DEALER! 

JUST 7 MILES WEST OF GREAT AMERICA 
ailinews 31 YEARS SAME OWNERSHIP 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
BANK FINANCING 

TRADE-INS WELCOME 

SEE OUR FULL LINE OF MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S 

130 S. RT. 83. LAKE VILLA IL 847-356-3000 



Mikey's Trihey's Sewing 
rO 
LJ 

 

Custom Sewing 
Patches, Zippers a Snaps 

Custom Body jewelry 

mikey 	847-35E-3167 O 

rO 

rO 

MAY & JUNE 
ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

MAY 1 TOP CAT'S MONTHLY MEETING 
7:30 PM O'Trainas - Wauconda 

MAY 4 NISRA RECOGNITION BANQUET 
6 PM Holiday Inn Crystal Lake 

MAY 5 ILLINOIS ABATE STATE RALLY 
MAY 7 BOARD MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse - Lake Zurich 
MAY 13 WHITE PINES RIDE 
MAY 13 PALATINE HOG BREAKFAST RIDE 

9:00AM SUBURBAN HARLEY DAVIDSON 
MAY 15 TOP CATS CHARITY RIDE 

COMMITTEE MEETING 
7:30 PM American Smokehouse - Lake Zurich 

MAY 20 LITTLE ANGELS RUN - Elgin, IL 
Meet at COLEMAN'S (1/2 mile South of Randall 
& Rt. 62) Algonquin. Breakfast 7:00 AM, 
DEPART 8:15AM Sharp. Road Captain - John Lunde 

MAY 20-28 ROLLING THUNDER 
MAY 26-28 LAKE MICHIGAN CIRCLE TOUR 

Road Captains - Joe Rosa & Tiny Tanks 
JUN 3 SUNRISE RIDE AND ROUTE 66 OUT 
OF CHICAGO 

Road Captain - Craig Martens 
JUN 5 TOP CAT'S MONTHLY MEETING 

7:30 PM O'Trainas - Wauconda 
JUN 8 -10 DOOR COUNTY RIDE 

Road Captains - Jordy & Ric 
JUN 11 BOARD MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse - Lake Zurich 
JUN 15-17 LITTLE STURGIS - DAVENPORT, IA 

Road Captain - Bard Boand 
JUN 17 PALATINE HOG BREAKFAST RIDE 

9:00AM SUBURBAN HARLEY DAVIDSON 
JUN 19 TOP CAT'S CHARITY RIDE 

COMMITTEE MEETING 
7:30 PM American Smokehouse - Lake Zurich 

Kaution Korner 
by Ric Case 

GRASS is Mandatory! 

Have you taken your GRASS, yet today? 
Well, plan to schedule it now, because if 
you haven't, then you'll need to take it 
before January 2003, to remain a TOP CAT, 
if you're a current member. New members 
will have 12 months from the date they 
become a member to take theirs. Well, do 
I have your attention with this headline? 
Have you figured out what I'm talking 
about in this safety column, yet? If you 
haven't it stands for Group Ride And Safety 
Seminar, which is our new acronym for the 
old protocol course. Worried about avail-
ability? Don't. A class should be available 
about every two (2) months during the 
riding season. We plan to offer them on 
Saturdays, Sundays, and quite possibly 
evenings. Who needs to take these classes? 
Every Top Cat living in Illinois who is a rider. 
Co-riders attendance is also strongly recom-
mended. 

Indulge with me for a moment as I relate a 
story. A new member affer signing up for 
GRASS, came up to me and said "I signed 
up for GRASS, but it's going to be nice on 
Sunday. I think my time would be better 
spent riding." I replied, "I know some of us 
are planning to ride right after GRASS. I 
think your time would be better spent at 
the class." She stated, "OK, I'll be there!" 
Affer the class we caught up with a group 
of other riders. No less than five miles up the 
road and at our first stop light. She said to 
me "These riders aren't all Top Cats, are 
they?" I think we all know the answer is they 
weren't. Thats why your Top Cats Board 
members, unanimously felt that all Top Cat 
members who haven't taken experienced 
GRASS yet, should. And who knows maybe 
those few hours you spend could save a 
bump, a mishap, injury, or your life. 

Ride Free 
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Minutes of the April 2001 	Minutes of the April 2001 
General Meeting 
by Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

Guests to the meeting were introduced by their sponsors. Ken 
Glasssman introduced Ken Brainard, Ric Lowry introduced 
Jenny Ofi, and Gordon Tapley intoduced Jim Haas. 

President Wayne Kirkpatrick discussed the Top Cats Alcohol 
Policy, which came out in the April Roar. Basically, it says 
that it is up to each individual to decide whether to ride 
impaired by alcohol, prescription or illegal drugs, or while 
fatigued. However, JUST DON'T DO IT WHEN RIDING 
WITH THE CLUB. The safety of the club members is 
paramount, and that behavior will not be tolerated in a group 
setting. 

Safety Chairman, Ric Case urged everyone to test out any new 
riding gear, or new bike equipment that has been added since 
last year before riding. That will make sure you are fully 
acclimated to anything new, and are aware of any possible 
problems. 

Rik Lowry, Bernie Weiss, and Wayne Kirkpatrick provided the 
entertainment at the meeting by regaling us with the details of 
their historic Iron Butt ride from sea to shining sea. They 
completed the ride from San Diego to Jacksonville in 49 
hours, 3 minutes. They are the only trio to ever do it on 3 
stock Harley Road Kings. A big Top Cats ROAR to all of 
them. OK guys, how about Paris to Dakaar next year??? 

Chuck Prettyman, playfully awarded each of our Iron Butts 
with patches from various state patrol and law enforcement 
organizations in the hopes that they might deter them from 
getting any speeding tickets in Texas the next time they try a 
run. Unfortunately, many of the patches came from states that 
had more than 5 letters in their name, so it might be difficult 
for Texas law enforcement personnel to read them. 

Joe Rosa passed out beautiful flyers about his upcoming 
Around Lake Michigan Tour for May 25 thru May 28. 
Anyone interested in this scenic tour, please contact Joe at 
847-799-4095, or E-mail Joe at Joe.Rosa@Walgreens.com . 

Bard Boand entertained us (in his inimitable way) by awarding 
Honorary Top Cat Memberships to Lisa Norkus, and Tom 
Traina, of O'Traina's Restaurant, for their outstanding service 
to us, and to our efforts to raise money for NISRA at our 
Charity Ride. BIG TOP CATS ROAR FOR LISA AND 
TOM. I think Bard may have also mentioned something about 
the Little Sturgis on the River, and Big Sturgis rides coming up 
this summer, but I'm not sure. 

Sandy Vernon, Products Chairman, said new clothing 
products are in the works. 

Bernie Weiss, Charity Chairman, will have our Harley raffle 
tickets for the Charity Ride at the next meeting, so bring your 
checkbooks to the meeting so you can take tickets to begin 
selling them. 

Board Meeting 
by Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

Board Members present: Wayne Kirkpatrick, Rik 
Lowry, Bard Boand, Jim Heniff, Terry Kumro, Ken 
Glassman, George Lax. Also attending, John Lunde, 
Ric Case, Rob Mann, Joe Rabanus, Chuck Prettyman. 

New members approved: Douglas Fisher, of 
Algonquin, sponsored by Randy Weaver was 
approved as an Associate Member. Rich Battaglia, of 
Schaumburg was approved pending a sponsor. Jim 
Haas, of Palatine, as a full member. Bob Fassen, of 
Palatine, as an Associate Member. Both were sponsored 
by Gordon Tapley. 

Eric Lax was voted a complimentary membership 
for this year and recognized for his great work on 
the Top Cats website. 

Many Board members shared favorable comments 
by members regarding the Group Riding Safety 
Seminar, conducted April 8 by the Safety 
Committee. New attendees were impressed at how 
organized, and informative the Seminar was, and 
impressed by the commitment to safe riding that 
the Top Cats have. 

The Board approved a motion that will require all 
new members approved after April 9, 2001, to 
attend a Group Riding Safety Seminar within 12 
months of joining the club. 

All current members are urged to attend a Group 
Riding Safety Seminar as soon as possible, but are 
required to attend one by the end of Calendar year 
2002 to maintain their membership. 

Rik Lowry recognized Chuck Prettyman for his 
outstanding work in planning and executing a terrific 
Top Cats Banquet, and for his work as program 
Chairman. Bard Boand also recognized Chuck's fine 
effort on the Banquet, and Rik Lowry's donation of 
the wine served at the banquet, which turned out 
to be a huge bill. 
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Northwest 
suburbs 
largest 
dealer of 
Harley-Davidson 
aftermarket parts 

10% off apparel 
and accessories 
with TOPCATS 

membership card 

Chicagoland's premier Indian and 
Victory Motorcycle dealership 

Expert service and customization 
on all American V-Twins 

Featuring Arlen Ness, Bikers 
Choice, Chrome Specialties, 
Custom Chrome, Cyril Huze, 
Drag Specialties, Kuryakyn, 
Linear Steel, Performance 
Machines, West Coast Choppers 

. 

4 

."4  1975 East Rand Road • Arlington Heights, IL .60004 • 84, .368.0 

Keep the road open! 

www.americasopenroad.com  

• 

PAEiA DIAVOLO  
A G 0 

1448 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60622 
Phone:773.394.1812 
Fax: 773.394.1809 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

HAREY DAVIDSON 

PM 4MVe  

F 

c_P 	cPc_P 	c_P_PrP 	c_P  

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  
Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 
New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 
1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 

c.  
cAm 
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Why Cousins Shouldn't 
Marry.... 
By Traveler 

Remember the ingredients for a good ride? Decent weather, 
good riders, any destination and a good route. Sunday morning, 
March 18, we had all that and more as Rik Lowry, Terry 
Kumro, Jim Irvine and I met at Egg Harbor for our scheduled 
Pick Up ride. A few hiccups... The Hotline said the ride was 
at 8:30 am, ROAR said 10:00 am. Rik and Terry showed up at 
8:30 am and Jim and I showed up at 10:00 am. By 10:15 am, 
the sun was shining and we collectively decided to go to Lake 
Geneva for lunch. Fired up and ready to pull out, someone 
said..."Hey, know any H-D shops that are open on Sunday?" 
That's all it took to change our destination to Kegel's Harley -
Davidson in Rockford. Terry led the way on a great route with 
super weather. We got to Kegel's around 11:30 am, shopped 
around, bought stuff we could really do with out and had 
lunch in the adjacent diner. The diner's theme is all H-D with 
Fat Boys (quarter pound hamburger) Spokes (fries), etc adorning 
the menu. The service was OK yet one couldn't help wondering, 
after a very lengthy discussion on the availability of salad 
dressing, whether the waitress lived in a single or double wide 
trailer. Lunch finished, we headed home behind Terry who 
will lead anyone, anywhere, anytime, with all the skill that 
makes him one of our Senior Road Captains. The ride back 
was another great ride. The only thing that could have made 
it better was a more intelligent waitress and more riders. Next 
ride, I'm sure we can fix both problems. 

v'az-=zaV,*:zr,-:,:tm't-zf,-;XXsK&SSX>q 

ComplefeDefadmi Service 1 	X 

WE COME TO YOU!  
*Motorcycles *Cars 

*Snowmobiles *Boats 

*Trucks *Planes 

We'll Make Your Vehide  
Look Brand New!  

1 Call Jim Elder At Lield Enterprises 
708/865-1959 www.Lield.com  

&X.XXXXXM.WAXXZ'aXXXXXX XV,XW=M:6,y 

TAZLine 
by Jim "Taz" Krepel 

Well the riding season is getting into full swing, and 
we have a lot of rides coming up. But do we have 
the riders for them? With all the time and effort put 
into these rides and events we seem to only get a 
commitment at the last minute. Like the awards 
banquet, it was in the calender, in the Roar, and 
announced at three or more meetings but when 
Chuck and I called members 4 or 5 days before (so 
we could get the required number for dinner) we got 
people who said they didn't know anything about it. 
Now you know why we ask everyone to hold it 
down at the meetings. 

Talking about the awards banquet. I am sure 
everyone along with myself feel that Chuck and 
Maureen Prettyman, along with T.T., did a fantastic 
job designing and making the programs for the 
evenings festivities, as well as putting it all together 
and hosting it We had 57 members and guests 
attending. I would like to thank all of our presenters, 
especially Teri Hart, who explained, that when Karl 
said he was taking her to the awards ceremony that 
she was so excited until Karl told her it was for Top 
Cats, she thought it was for the other awards show 
that night (The Acadamy Awards). I would also like 
to thank all of our award recipients for having the 
ability to be honored and teased (like Tom Eiseman 
who unfortunately was not able to attend, but joked 
about getting his coloring book and crayons for 
most trailered miles, at the next meeting). What a 
great group we have that can take our teasing and 
kidding. 

Now, on to our upcoming rides and events. In May 
we have our first overnight ride Around the Lake 
Tour, put together by Joe Rosa, with some help from 
T.T.. We need people to commit to this ride early so 
we can make hotel reservations. You can call T.T. at 
847-658-3344. She will make your hotel reservations 
and get your itinerary with a confirmation number, 
cancellation policy and phone number (to cancel 
room if need be). 

In June we have our second overnight ride to Door 
County. Please call Ric Case or Jordy for information 
on how to make reservations. 
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OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

EXCELSIOR-HENDERSON. Better get one quick. The 
company filed Chapter 11 last fall and was bailed out by a 
Florida investment group. They planned on resuming production 
in 2002. Since then, things continued to decline. E-H has 
continued layoffs from the already meager work force, is now 
only taking COD orders from dealers for spare parts, and 
warned dealers that parts availability to the field may soon be 
terminated. The Florida saviors were to come up with $12.5 
mil followed by a $5 mil credit line. E-H is, once again, looking 
for buyers. 

UP INDUSTRY. The motorcycle industry continues to thrive. 
Sales of street bikes are up 232% since 1993. That's from 
180,000 to 418,000 in 7 years (1993-2000). 

POLATICKN'. The AMA is encouraging members to visit 
their new web site for reporting objections to current or 
pending legislation. This Rapid Response Center facilitates the 
flow of info to the AMA Legislative Affairs folks who can 
react accordingly. 

GO MARYLAND! A committee of the Maryland Senate 
voted to repeal the adult helmet law. Minors still must wear 
one. A repeal bill was submitted last year but, the Senate 
rejected it. 

HOLD THAT CLUTCH. It's rider preference but, should 
you really hold the clutch in at a stoplight? Years past, clutch 
cables were not as strong or reliable as they are now. Hence, it 
was recommended that a rider put the bike in neutral at a 
stoplight. Today, the advantage is in leaving the bike in gear 
with the clutch held in. That just might give you enough 
advanced reaction time to pull out of the way if you hear tires 
screeching behind you. This presupposes that you left sufficient 
room between you and the vehicle in front of you to maneuver 
around it if you have to avoid a vehicle rear - ending you. 

GET YOUR MOTOR RUNNING...GET OUT ON THE 
HIGHWAY. Ten things to check BEFORE you ride this season: 
1.) Change your oil. 2.) Check your tires for wear and air pressure. 
3.) Check all of your riding gear; night glasses, rain gear, etc. 
4.) Check your brakes for function and leaking fluid. 5.) Check 
your air cleaner. 6.) Check / replace your coolant if water - cooled. 
7.) Check every nut, bolt, fastener you can find. 8.) Clean 
everything thoroughly. 9.) Check all of your fluid levels; trans, 
final drive, coolant, forks, brakes, clutch if hydraulic. 10.) 
Check out your skills; read, review, practice. 

REGISTERED BIKES. As of 1998, the last year for reported 
statistics, there were 6,600,000 registered motorcycles. If the 
market is growing 33% a year, that's about 15,530064 bikes 
today. Assuming the typical nation - wide average motorcycle 
license is $50.00 that's $777 million dollars generated by 
motorcycles each year. 

BIKE SHOW. The Illinois Fatherhood Initiative will benefit 
from the proceeds of a pre Father's Day display of Harley -
Davidson motorcycles at the Ice House Mall in Barrington 
from 1 - 17 June. Interested riders wanting to display their 
bikes can contact Kenny DeCamp at (847) 381-6661. 

BIKER CULTURE 
Think about it.... 

No one is listening until you belch. 

The journey of a thousand miles starts with a flat tire. 

Never become irreplaceable. If you can't be replaced, 
you can't be promoted. 

Never test the depth of the water with both feet. 

It may be that your sole purpose in life is simply to 
serve as a warning to others. 

It's more impressive when others discover your good 
qualities without your help. 

Before you criticize someone, you should walk a mile 
in their boots. That way, you're a mile away and...you 
have their boots. 

Duct tape is like the Force. It has a light side and a 
dark side and, it holds the universe together. 

Never miss a good chance to shut up. 

If man evolved from monkeys and apes, why do we 
still have monkeys and apes? 

If you asked for help in finding the self - help section 
in a bookstore, would that defeat the purpose? 

What if there were no hypothetical questions? 

Where do forest rangers go to "Get away from it all"? 

Why are gas station rest rooms locked? Are they 
afraid someone will clean them? 

Why is there braille on the drive - through ATM 
machines9  

What was the best thing before  sliced bread? 

Would a mermaid wear an algebra? 

Why not teach the alphabet backwards? That way, as 
an adult, you'd be all ready for those roadside 
sobriety tests. 
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Top Cats - Illinois 
618 S. Northwest Highway, #218 
Barrington, IL 60010 

Wayne Kirkpatrick 
P.O. Box 576 
Palatine, IL 60078 
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